The prevalence of female genital operations in the Houston metropolitan area.
This study explored the prevalence of female genital operations (FGOs), also known as female circumcision, among women in the Houston metropolitan area. The medical ramifications of the procedure and the specific type of procedure undergone were examined as well as the nationality and religious background of these women and their views regarding their experience. To gather these data, we sent a questionnaire to practicing obstetrician-gynecologists in Harris County. This survey yielded a response rate greater than 36%, of which approximately 30% of physicians reported treating patients with FGOs at some time in their practice. The results of this study demonstrate that a notable proportion of women in Houston, particularly those of African background, have experienced an FGO of some type and, accordingly, our obstetrician-gynecologists and primary care physicians clearly need to be aware of this cultural practice among their patients.